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The Bible - The Basis Of What We Believe
Magaji: 'Why do the Muslims say that the country can only be run on the basis of Muslim law?'
Nyanzet: 'My friend Sanusi says that the Qu'ran was a divine revelation from God to the prophet Mohammed. He says it contains the law of God and the will of God for mankind. If we do not obey his will and live by his laws as revealed in the Qu'ran, we shall all be punished by God.'
Magaji: 'But my friend Peter says that the Bible is the divine revelation from God and that we must believe the Bible if we are to know God and find his salvation. I have been reading parts of both books and they both sound very inspired. How is one to know which book is from God?'
Nyanzet: 'I don't know the answer to that. In my village we follow the oral tradition of our elders.'
Most of the great religions of the world have their oral traditions an their sacred writings. Their followers claim that their traditions and books were inspired by God. How is a person to know which, if any, these books really did come from God? This is a very important question if we are to find the truth. In this chapter, therefore, we will consider the following questions:

A. How can we know if the Bible is the word of God and not just the words of men?
B. Is the Bible the only revelation from God or are there other boo

which are also revelations from God? 
C. What did Jesus teach about the authority and accuracy of the

Bible?
D. What about contradictions in the Bible? 
E. What may we say about things we don't understand in the Bible?
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F. What is the relationship between the Old Testament and the New Testament? 
G. What is meant by the inspiration of Scripture?

A. HOW CAN WE KNOW THAT THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD AND NOT JUST THE WORDS OF MEN?
Everyone has some basis for what he believes. It may be a book, or the teaching of his parents, or the ideas of other people. We all believe something about the real issues of life and we all have a basis for those beliefs. Many people base their beliefs on a book which they claim was revealed by God. Is there any book which can support the claim that it is the word of God?

People sometimes observe that the things Christians say about Christ are found only in the Bible. Can we believe the Bible? How do we know whether the Bible is the word of God, as Christians claim, or if it is just another book written by human beings? Obviously our faith in Christ and his words depends upon whether or not the Bible is really from God.

To answer this question we need to examine the evidence which God himself presents to us in the Bible. We will then be in a position to compare the Bible with all other religious books which claim to be revelations from God.
EVIDENCE FROM APOSTOLIC TESTIMONY
The Bible was written by men who were recognized as the prophets and apostles of God. An example in the Old Testament would be Moses. Jews, Muslims and Christians all recognize that Moses was a prophet of God. An example in the New Testament would be the Apostle John, who wrote the gospel of John. In some cases books were written by other men who were authorized by the apostles to write down the word of God, as in the case of the gospel of Luke.
EVIDENCE FROM PROPHECY
No one in the world can completely know the future except God. A book which can correctly predict the future 100 percent of the time, must be a revelation from God. The only book which does that is the Bible.

God challenges men to a contest of ability to predict the future. In the book of Isaiah he says, 'Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and lay out before me . . . what is yet to come? Yes, let him foretell what will come' (Isa. 44:7). With this challenge, every sacred book in the world except the Bible will be found lacking because no other book correctly predicts the future at all times.
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In Deuteronomy 18:21 God suggests a question which many people have: 'How can we know when a message has not been spoken by the Lord?' God's answer in verse 22 is very simple. 'If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the Lord does not take place or come true, that is a message the Lord has not spoken.'
In other words, the test of whether or not revelation is from God, is fulfilled prophecy. Predictive prophecy which is from God always comes true. It is here that most prophets prove they are not from God. Africa has many self-styled prophets today. If a prophet is right nine times out of ten, he is not speaking from God. The prophecies of God are right ten times out of ten. God is never wrong and he never makes a mistake.

Among all the books which claim to be revelations from God, the Bible stands alone as the only book whose prophecies always come to pass. All other books fail this test or they avoid the issue by not making any predictions. The fulfilled prophecies of the Bible are nothing less than miraculous. They prove that the Bible is the word of God.
SOME EXAMPLES OF FULFILLED PROPHECY
In Psalm 22, written about 1000 bc by King David, there is a very detailed description of the crucifixion of a man. The details of this description fit one person, and that person is Jesus Christ. Psalm 22:16-18 says, 'Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet. I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me. They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.' How could anyone write such a description as this without having seen the event? But this description was written 1000 years before the event took place! And that is not all.

Crucifixion had never been seen by any human being before the Romans invented it as a way of killing criminals in about 250 bc. In other words, the Psalm was written 750 years before anyone had ever seen a person crucified. There is no satisfactory explanation for how this psalm could have been written apart from a revelation by God. This prophecy proves that it was God who revealed this event to the human author.

The prophet Isaiah also described how the Messiah would be crucified for the sins of his people and how he would suffer in their place. Isaiah 53:5 says, 'he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.'
Seven hundred years before Christ, Isaiah also revealed two other surprising details about Jesus' death, 'his grave was assigned to be with wicked men, yet with a rich man in his death' (Isa. 53:9 nasb). The details were that Christ's death would be with wicked men, yet his
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death would be associated with a rich man. In the actual event, he was crucified between two thieves (Matt. 27:38,44). After that he was buried by the rich man Joseph of Arimathea (Matt. 27:57-60).

There are no mistakes in the prophecies of the Bible. The Jewish leaders of Christ's time knew that the Old Testament was the word of God. When the wise men came to King Herod to enquire about where the Messiah would be born, the rabbis were able to give King Herod an exact answer from Old Testament prophecy. 'But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from days of eternity' (Micah 5:2, Matt 2:1-6). Their answer that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem was correct. Jesus the Messiah was born in Bethlehem (Luke 2:4-7).

There are also many prophecies about other matters in the Bible. Who in Africa can correctly predict what will take place in their country 200 years, or 500 years from now and never make a mistake? Yet the Bible makes such predictions again and again. For example, God prophesied through Isaiah (Isaiah 44:28), that Cyrus, King of Persia, would order the rebuilding of the Jewish temple in Jerusalem after it had been destroyed by King Nebuchadnezzar. This prediction was made 200 years before Cyrus was born and was fulfilled just as God had stated (Ezra 1:1-3).
OTHER EVIDENCE THAT THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD
There is also other evidence which shows us that only the Bible is the inspired word of God. Here are some examples of this evidence. We will discuss three of the points listed below in more detail.

1. The Bible was probably written by more than 40 different human authors. It was written in different times of history and in different places by men who often did not know each other personally. Yet it reads as if it is one book written by one author. The reason is that the real author is God, who spoke through the human authors.

2. Although the Bible is not a book about science, it speaks correctly about many discoveries of science long before those discoveries were made by men.

3. Jesus Christ, who died and rose from the dead, testifies about the Old Testament that it is the word of God.

4. Those who read the Bible and believe its message about salvation in Christ are consistently changed in their character from sinners to godly persons even when they have been very evil people.

5. The study of ancient civilizations in the Bible lands (the study of archaeology) has confirmed many historical details found in the Bible.
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6. God makes many promises in the Bible to Christians. God keeps these promises when Christians meet the conditions given in the Bible. The most frequently fulfilled promises relate to prayer. No other sacred book in the world can offer this evidence.

7. The writers of the Bible knew they were given the word of God and they said so (e.g. 1 Thess. 2:13).

8. The Bible has been translated into more languages than any other book in human history. It has also sold more copies than any other book in the world.

9. The Bible promises that there will be miracles in the lives of those who put their trust in Christ. The history of the church is full of such miracles.

10. There is a consistent testimony from Christians of all cultures in the world that the Bible is the word of God. This comes from the inner witness of the Holy Spirit as God's people read the Bible.
THE UNITY OF THE BIBLE
Consider the unity of the Bible. The Bible is really not one book, but 66 different books, written by about 40 different people at different times and in different places. In Bible times there was not the freedom of communication and travel that we enjoy today. Many of these writers did not know what others were writing or what would be written in the future. They only knew what God was telling them to write.

Yet the miraculous fact is this: After all these scrolls were gradually collected over many years and put together in one book, it became clear that it was really just one continuous story! How could that have happened unless God was the real author who guided the human authors? When we read it now the Bible reads as if it were one single book written by one person. Who planned this unity in the Bible if not God?
THE POWER OF THE BIBLE TO CHANGE HUMAN LIVES
What about the life-changing moral effect of the Bible on those who were converted to faith in Christ through reading the Bible? What other book in history has so consistently changed sinners and evil men into saints and holy men as the Bible has done? An example would be John Newton, the writer of the hymn, Amazing Grace. John Newton was among the most evil men of his generation. He was a slave-trader. Yet, when this man came to Christ and repented of his sins he became a godly man.

The same story could be told about many other sinful men. There have been many in Africa who were in bondage to witchcraft,
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immorality and violence who have been changed by Christ into good and godly people. What other book besides the Bible has consistently changed people in this way? The answer is none because only the Bible is truly from God. This is the God who says in the Bible that his purpose is to change men from sinners to saints. Eph. 2:10 says, 'For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.'
ANSWERS TO PRAYER
Consider the answers to prayer experienced by those who have put their faith in Christ. Men of every race and culture pray at some time in their lives. However, only Christians can testify to regular, specific answers to their prayers.

This is because God has promised in the Bible to answer the prayers of those who come to him on the basis of faith in Jesus Christ (John 16:24). In his kindness God sometimes answers the prayers of non-Christians also, because he is merciful, but these are unusual cases. It is the Bible which leads men to faith in Christ. It is faith in Christ which leads to answered prayer. This also shows us that the Bible is the word of God.
B. IS THE BIBLE THE ONLY REVELATION FROM GOD OR ARE THERE OTHER BOOKS WHICH ARE ALSO REVELATIONS FROM GOD?
It is certainly a fair challenge to compare the Bible with all other books which claim to be a revelation from God. We have just considered several important facts about the Bible which show us that it is the word of God.

If any other supposedly sacred book is really from God, then the above listed facts about the Bible should be just as true about the other book as it is about the Bible. A careful consideration of each of the other religious books which claim to be from God shows us that every one of them fails to match the Bible in the ways listed above. We must conclude that the Bible is the only book which is actually God's word. It is the only true revelation from God.

This leads to another important question: How accurate is the Bible? To answer this question let us consider what Jesus said about the accuracy of the Bible.
C. WHAT DID JESUS TEACH ABOUT THE AUTHORITY AND ACCURACY OF THE BIBLE?

1. Jesus said that the word of God is the truth. In John 17:17 he said, 'your word is truth.'
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2. Jesus claimed that the Old Testament was historically accurate. In Matthew 12:40,41 Jesus indicated that the story of Jonah in the belly of the fish really took place and that there will be a judgment.

3. Jesus said that it would be easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for even the smallest part of the Law of God to be changed (Matt 5:18). In other words, the word of God is fixed and unchangeable forever (Psalm 119:89).

4. Jesus said that even though heaven and earth will pass away, God's words will not pass away (Matt. 24:35).

5. Jesus said that Psalm 110 (and by implication all of the Old Testament) was inspired by the Holy Spirit (Mark 12:36). He also suggested that there would be further revelation by the Holy Spirit (the New Testament) after he was gone (John 16:13).

6. Jesus called the written Old Testament the word of God (Mark 7:13).

7. Jesus taught that even the individual words of Scripture, including the tenses of verbs (i.e. past, present or future), are exactly as God intended them to be (Mark 12:26-27). This was true in spite of the fact that each human author expressed himself in his own style of writing.

8. Jesus said that all the promises and prophecies of the Bible must be fulfilled (John 10:35b, Matt 5:18).

From these statements by Christ we can come to a correct understanding of the accuracy and authority of the Bible. The Old Testament prophets and the writers of the New Testament also explained other things about the accuracy and inspiration of the Bible. These state​ments add to our understanding of Jesus' teaching. For example Paul said, 'All Scripture is God-breathed, and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness' (2 Tim 3:16). The apostle Peter said, 'For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit' (2 Pet. 1:21).

From these and other statements in the Bible we can form a summary statement about the inspiration, authority and accuracy of the Bible. This statement about the accuracy of the Bible is a summary of Jesus' statements and the statements of other writers of Scripture. Here is such a statement:

The entire Bible in the Old and New Testament as it was first given to those who wrote those words, is the accurate and
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complete word of God. It was inspired by the Holy Spirit and given through each human author in the words and style of that author. These writings were without error and contain the full revelation of God to man. All that man needs to know for his salvation and his relationship to God is found in the Old and New Testament.

Due to extensive discoveries in manuscript evidence in recent years, it has become clear that the modern versions of the Bible we use today are probably very close to those original documents written by the writers of Scripture.
D. WHAT ABOUT CONTRADICTIONS IN THE BIBLE?

Some people insist that the Bible is full of contradictions and mistakes. It is true that where the same stories are told in different books of the Bible, the details sometimes appear to contradict each other. An example of this would be the four stories of the resurrection of Christ in the four gospels. Each story is somewhat different concerning the details of what took place but the main story is the same. The authors reported that Jesus rose from the dead and was seen by his followers. How should we deal with such problems?

The solution to apparent contradictions in the Bible sometimes comes from a very careful study of the passage and sometimes from a careful study of the historical conditions surrounding the event. For example in the case of the four resurrection stories, a close examin​ation reveals that the stories have the character of being written by uneducated eyewitnesses or by those who listened to the testimony of such eyewitnesses.

If several students were to describe a riot which took place in their school, their stories would not all be the same. The general account of the riot might be the same but each student would describe different details which he personally saw. Each description would be somewhat different. This is just the way the resurrection stories read in the four gospels.

In some cases of apparent contradiction it would require very detailed knowledge of the actual historical situation to discover why the stories seem to disagree. Sometimes that detailed information has been lost in history so it is not possible to discover the reason for the apparent contradiction. The discovery of the Dead Sea scrolls in 1947 was an important addition to our knowledge about life in the first century. These scrolls also confirmed the accuracy of the more recent Old Testament manuscripts which scholars have used for many years. Above all, Christ taught the complete accuracy of Scripture as we have
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seen. For these reasons we can trust the Bible even if all our questions about apparent contradictions are not fully answered.
E. WHAT MAY WE SAY ABOUT THE THINGS WE DON'T UNDERSTAND IN THE BIBLE?
There are passages in the Bible about whose meaning even the most educated Bible scholars are uncertain. For most of us there are many such places in the Bible. In Luke 10:21 Jesus said, 'I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.' This statement suggests that God the Father may have purposely hidden some of the answers to life's questions from proud and educated men. Perhaps he did this so that all people would have tc humble themselves and come to God with the faith of small children, Finding God's wisdom does not depend on the extent of someone's education. If it were so, only educated people would have God's wisdom and find his salvation. As it is, all people may find God's salvation and God's wisdom regardless of their education. The psalm writer says, 'I have more insight than all my teachers, for I meditate or your statutes' (Psalm 119:99).

We can safely base our belief in the accuracy and authority of the Bible on Jesus' words concerning the Bible even if we cannot explain every problem. Sometimes God gives people light to understand these problems and sometimes he does not. Sometimes Bible commentaries and Bible encyclopedias can answer our questions.
F. WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THE NEW TESTAMENT?

An important question deals with the relationship between the 01' and New Testament. What is that relationship? What is the purpose of the Old Testament? What sort of things does God want a Christian to learn from the Old Testament?

Since the Holy Spirit inspired all the writers of the Bible, the best way to understand the Bible is to let the Bible explain itself. Comparing one place in Scripture with another will help us to understand the teachings of the Bible. The New Testament is God's inspire commentary on the Old Testament.

The book of Hebrews explains the relationship between the Old an New Testament in detail. Other passages in the New Testament give us further light. The book of Hebrews tells us that the institutions ceremonies and rituals of the Old Testament were given by God in order to provide a visual picture or shadow of the spiritual realities of
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salvation in the New Testament. Hebrews 10:1 says, 'The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming, not the realities them​selves. For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near to worship.'
Because life in many parts of Africa is similar to life in the Old Testament, many people feel close to the stories found in the Old Testament. For this reason it is especially important to understand the progressive nature of God's revelation to man in the Bible.

In order to understand this progressive revelation we must under​stand the difference between the moral laws of God, the ceremonial (ritual) laws and civil laws of God. The moral laws of God do not change from one period of history to another. The ceremonial and civil laws of God were different at different times in history. Today God wants us to live by the full revelation of the New Testament rather than following the partial revelation of the Old Testament.

It is not necessary for Christians today to perform the ritual sacrifices of the Old Testament. Jesus Christ has fulfilled these rituals by his death and resurrection (Heb. 10:1-10). Today we are not restricted to the food and civil laws of the Old Testament (Mark 7:18-19, Col. 2:16-17).

The entire Old Testament ceremonial law, such as that found in Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers, was a series of illustrations planned by God to explain many aspects of salvation in Christ. Colossians 2:16-17 says, 'Therefore, do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow of the things that were to come;

the reality, however, is found in Christ.' Jesus said, 'Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets. I have not come to abolish them, but to fulfill them' (Matt. 5:17).

After his resurrection Jesus began to explain the meaning of the Old Testament to his disciples. Luke records the following conversation of Christ with two of his disciples on the road to Emmaus: 'Beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he (Jesus) explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself (Luke 24:27).

Up to the time of Jesus' resurrection the events in the life and death of Christ were not clearly understood by his disciples (Matt. 16:21-22, Luke 24:19-21). With the teaching given by Christ to his disciples during the 40 days following his resurrection (Acts 1:3) and with the illumination given by the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 2:1^), the disciples began to correctly understand the meaning of the many sacrifices and rituals of the Old Testament.

Many spiritual truths presented in the New Testament were illus​trated by God through the historical events of the Old Testament. Speaking about some of these events in Israel's history, Paul said, 'These things happened to them as examples, and were written down
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as warnings for us, on whom the fulfilment of the ages has come' (1 Cor. 10:11).

Thus the Old Testament is very important for the Christian to read and correctly understand. It is rich in prophecy, ceremony, history and stories from real life. From these passages a Christian can learn of God's ways, his salvation, and his will concerning man.
G. WHAT IS MEANT BY THE INSPIRATION OF SCRIPTURE?

It is important to note the means by which God gave his word. The Bible says, 'Men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit' (2 Peter 1:21). In other words, the Holy Spirit inspired the writers of the Bible. This means that he moved in their minds in such a way that they wrote down exactly what he wanted them to say Yet they did it in their own words and in their own style. The Bibl< teaches that 'all Scripture' (the whole Bible) is inspired in this wai (2 Tim 3:16).

God did not dictate the individual words to his servants. If that wen true, each book of the Bible would be exactly alike and there would bi no difference in style or vocabulary between them. But the fact is tha each book is different. Each book reflects the language, culture an< personality of the particular author. God allowed each writer to use hi own words. He did it in such a way that what the authors wrote wen the very words God wanted to be written. This is because the writer were 'carried along' by his Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:21).

Jesus Christ is also called 'the Word of God' in John 1:1-2,14 and i Revelation 19:13. Just as the Bible is God's word in man's language, si Christ was God's Word in man's flesh. There are many interestin similarities between the Bible as God's word and Christ as God' Word.

Christ was without sin and the Bible is without error. Christ's hoi life exposed men's sins and the Bible's pure teaching exposes men sins. Evil men hated and crucified Christ. Evil men have hated th Bible throughout history and have tried to destroy it. In spite of th efforts to destroy him, Christ rose from the dead proving himself to t God. In spite of the efforts to destroy the Bible, the Bible has overcome its critics and has proved itself to be the book from God. Christ came to bring men salvation from sin and the Bible was given 1 reveal that salvation to men. Christ came to save men of all races and cultures and the Bible has been brought to more races and cultures than any other book in the world.
Inspiration, Revelation and Illumination
It is important to understand three words which are used to describe the work of the Holy Spirit in giving us the Bible. These words are inspiration, revelation, and illumination.
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Inspiration was the process by which God moved upon the minds of those who wrote the Bible to write down his words. He has finished doing this. Because the Bible is now complete (Rev 22:

18-19), Proverbs 30:6 warns us, 'Do not add to his words, or he will rebuke you and prove you a liar.' No one today can claim the same kind of inspiration from God which the writers had who wrote Scripture.

Revelation was the act of God in making known to the writers of the Bible what they could not have known for themselves. An example of this would be God's revelation about what happened at creation (Genesis 1—4). Another example of revelation is the knowledge of what God is like (the Trinity), which man could not have imagined. Because the writing of the Bible is finished, God's inspired revelations for all men are also finished. In other words, nothing can now be added to the Bible (Deut. 4:2, Psalm 119:89). For this reason Christians cannot accept the Book of Mormon and other such books which are claimed to be later revelations from God.

This does not mean that God will never reveal anything to his people again. In the gift of knowledge given to Peter in the case of Ananias and Sapphira, God revealed certain facts to Peter about their deception (Acts 5:1-10). God sometimes gives similar gifts of know​ledge today in his church. This, however, is a different kind of revelation from the revelations in the Bible, which are for all men of all cultures.

Illumination is the process by which the Holy Spirit gives under​standing of God's word to those who read it and study it. He does this for his people in every generation. We can pray for the Holy Spirit to illuminate our minds today to understand God's word and he will faithfully answer this prayer. The psalmist prayed for such illumination in Psalm 119:18 when he prayed, 'Open my eyes, that I may see wonderful things in your law.'
SUMMARY

The books of the Old and New Testament as given to those who wrote them, are the complete, authoritative, final and accurate word of God. This is what was believed and taught by Jesus Christ. The Bible proves itself to be God's word when compared with all other religious books which make that claim. The Bible does what none of them can do. It correctly predicts the future and it is never wrong.

It is also proved to be the word of God by many other tests. God himself inspired the writing of the Bible and gave it to men by divine revelation. We come to understand its truth by the illumination of the Holy Spirit.
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