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The doctrine of the Trinity is currently experiencing a revival in interest after many years, even 
centuries, of neglect. For such a significant teaching, it is gratifying to see many new publications 
dealing with it. 

But we cannot be content just to revisit the ancient arguments on the subject. There has been little 
attempt to reconsider the topic, and especially little attempt to formulate the doctrine in a way that 
will communicate to twenty-first century people. The doctrine seems to belong to another world. If 
this is the case, then the revival in interest will be short-lived. 

The burden of this little book is that the ancient idea can find a real home in the new millennium. 
Many features of modern life are just those that relate to the issues that the Trinity deals with! The 
modern experience of the size of the universe,the drive towards sexual equality, the impact of 
science and technology, and others, are aspects that can relate to the understanding of the Trinity. 

Trinitarian material pertinent to these issues is examined, and then brought together in a new 
description of the nature of the Trinity. The Biblical input is supported by a new look at the idea of 
the vestigia Trinitatis; and it is seen that indeed features of the creation do mirror the new 
understanding. 

Provocative? Intentionally so! The intention is to provoke thought and development of the idea of 
the Trinity, so that it can once again find a real place in Christian life. 

Heretical? Hopefully not! The proposed ideas are new, but do not contradict the ancient 
formulations. It must be stressed that the intention, just as in the fourth century discussions, is to be 
thoroughly Biblically based. 

I wish to express thanks for permission to reproduce material that has been previously published, 
albeit in a slightly different form. Material in chapter 5 first appeared in Scriptura, and in Journal of 
Theology for Southern Africa Material in chapter 9 first appeared in Koers 



As with my previous book on the Trinity,Christianity is Trinitarian,my thanks are also due to the 
University of Fort Hare for the time spent in the research that led to this volume,and for financial 
assistance given to this project. The author has certainly been enriched in the study of the Trinity, 
and it is hoped that the University, and society as a whole will also benefit from this study. 

The cover: The ancient Christian symbol of the fish (Greek ichthus: an acrostic for Jesus Christ, God’s 
Son, Saviour) is repeated three times.All the Persons of the Trinity are equal, and are one God. The 
three Persons interpenetrate, but each maintains a separate identity. 
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